
 
 
Hello to the cast, crew, and family of Once Upon a Mattress: Youth Edition! 
 
I am so excited to direct you all in this show this summer—it’s one of my favorites as an 
audience member, and it holds a special place in my heart because I played 
Dauntless in high school. When the show had a sweet little revival a few years ago with 
Sutton Foster, I was reminded of all the joy, hilarity, and amazing music this piece offers. 
This is NOT your grandma’s Princess and the Pea story! 
 
Show Description: Many moons ago in a far-off place, Queen Aggravain decreed no 
couples could marry until her son, Prince Dauntless, found a bride. Princesses came 
from far and wide to win the hand of the prince, but none could pass the impossible 
tests given to them by the Queen. That is, until the “shy” swamp princess, Winnifred the 
Woebegone, showed up. Would she be able to pass the Sensitivity Test, marry her 
prince and help Lady Larken and Sir Harry to the altar? Carried on a wave of wonderful 
songs, by turns hilarious and raucous, romantic and melodic, this rollicking spin on the 
classic tale The Princess and the Pea provides some side-splitting shenanigans. After all, 
a princess is a delicate thing. 
 
Scripts are currently available at the front desk at MoCo. Please pick yours up in 
advance of auditions! 
 

We are always looking for more cast members. Please encourage your 
friends to sign up! 

 
Auditions:  

●​ Wednesday, July 1, from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
●​ Auditions will take place in person at the Founder’s Theatre at MoCo Arts on 

Roxbury Street in Keene, NH 
●​ Please fill out this audition form in advance of auditions: 

○​ Audition Form 
●​ Actors who would like a singing role will be expected to sing a selection from the 

libretto. All of the audition songs, sides, and accompaniment music can be 
found in our Google Drive folder (see below). We expect that actors who would 
like to audition for leads or supporting characters come to the first class 
prepared. It is recommended that students read through the script in advance 
to be prepared for auditions. Please read through everything carefully to fully 
prepare for auditions.  

●​ Here are the links you need for class and auditions specifically: 
○​ Once Upon a Mattress Actor Resources 

Transforming Lives Through Movement and Creative Expression  
MoCo Arts | 40 Roxbury Street, Keene NH 03431 | info@moco.org | (603) 357 - 2100 | moco.org  

https://forms.gle/CuSAmzMZUYF85DoK6
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1FPx6_-N-thJWtD1ysx3lzr0qd4Tv4P-_?usp=drive_link


 
■​ Once Upon a Mattress Audition Materials 

●​ Actors will be expected to sing prepared audition songs, participate in 
improvisational activities, and possibly read scenes from the script. There WILL be 
movement auditions as well, so bring comfortable clothing and shoes to dance 
and move in! We recommend you read through the script in advance to be 
prepared for auditions. 

●​ If you cannot make that date/time, please send a video to 
ddibenedetto@moco.org before 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 30. If you are not at 
auditions and you do not send a video in by the date listed, you can still be in 
our cast and show, but you will not be cast in a major role. Also, if you cannot 
commit to all four weeks, we can only have you featured in the scenes and 
musical numbers you're present at camp for. Thank you for understanding. 

 
Rehearsals: 

●​ We have a short time period to produce this show. It is VERY important that: 
○​ You attend every rehearsal with your script and a writing utensil. 
○​ IF you are going to miss class, call the front desk at MoCo Arts (357-2100) 

and let us know as far in advance as possible. 
○​ You practice lines and review blocking outside of rehearsal to reinforce 

what we worked on in class. 
●​ Off Book Date: 7/17/2026 

 
Performance: 

●​ Saturday, August 1 at 3:00 and 6:00 p.m. 
○​ Call is at 11:00 AM 

●​ Information about the show day will come out in the third week of camp 
 

Additionally, families are expected to fully read our MoCo Theatre Guide. 
 

As always, please let us know if you have any questions and/or concerns. 
 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-xiYND8Lu49vE2s8bxWy0D40doA2-sc5?usp=drive_link
mailto:ddibenedetto@moco.org
https://www.moco.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/MoCo-Arts-Theatre-Program-Guide.pdf


 
 

 Pre-Camp 

Date Time 

Wednesday, 7/1 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Auditions 

 Rehearsal Schedule - Week 1 

Date Time 

Monday, 7/6 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Tuesday, 7/7 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Wednesday, 7/8 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Thursday, 7/9 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Friday, 7/10 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 
 

Rehearsal Schedule - Week 2 

Monday, 7/13 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Tuesday, 7/14 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Wednesday, 7/15 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Thursday, 7/16 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Friday, 7/17 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 
 

Rehearsal Schedule - Week 3 

Monday, 7/20 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Tuesday, 7/21 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Wednesday, 7/22 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class - OFF BOOK DATE 

Thursday, 7/23 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Friday, 7/24 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Sunday, 7/26 PERFORMANCE AT UCC - call 9:00 a.m., performance at 10:00 
a.m. 

 

Rehearsal Schedule - Week 4 

Monday, 7/27 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Class 

Tuesday, 7/28 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Tech Rehearsal 

Wednesday, 7/29 1:40 - 3:50 p.m. Dress Rehearsal 

Thursday, 7/30 FESTIVAL DAY EXTRAVAGANZA AT THE COLONIAL—We will be 
performing a couple of scenes and/or songs. 

Friday, 7/31 10:15-10:55 a.m. Class 
EARLY CAMP DISMISSAL at 1:00 p.m. for campers NOT in the 
One Act Sr. 



 

Saturday, 8/1 CALL TIME 11:00 a.m. 
-​ 12:00 p.m. Final dress rehearsal 
-​ 1:30 p.m. Lunch Break 
-​ 3:00 p.m. Show #1 
-​ 4:00 p.m. Dinner Break (pizza provided) 
-​ 6:00 p.m. Show #2 

All week 4 rehearsals are REQUIRED to perform. 


